
A gathering of  clergy and laity in Eastern North Carolina 
to explore the shape of  Christian community and the nature 

of  Christian mission in our small-town, rural context. 

February 27, 2012 • 9:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.
at W. Burkette and Rose M. Raper Hall, Mount Olive College

Sponsored by The Mount Olive Area Ministerial Association, The Thriving Rural Communities Initiative at Duke Divinity School, The Presbytery of  Coastal Carolina, 
The Barrow Endowed Fund for Christian Ministries at Mount Olive College, The Cooperative Baptist Fellowship of  North Carolina, and Mount Olive Pickle Company.

Registration, including the cost of  lunch and dinner, is $15.
(A few scholarships are available for those who find the cost prohibitive).

The lectures are open to the public. Participants are asked (but not required) to register in advance on the conference 
website at www.moc.edu/faithandrurallife or by contacting Laura Getz at 919-635-2787 or lgetz@moc.edu.

Registration

An Ecumenical Gathering of  Christians at Mount Olive College

634 Henderson Street • Mount Olive, NC 28365

Keynote Speakers

Workshops

From the Tractor: Thoughts 
on Agriculture in NC
Steve Troxler, North Carolina Agriculture Commissioner
1:15 PM | Lois K. Murphy Regional Center

The Church as God’s Extension Agent?
Fred Bahnson, Writer and Co-Founder of  Anathoth Community Garden
3:30 PM | Southern Bank Auditorium

The Rural Challenge Needs Your Church
Billy Ray Hall, President of  the North Carolina Rural Economic Development Center
7:00 PM | Lois K. Murphy Regional Center

• The Rural Church as Catalyst for Community Development • Place of  Possibilities: Becoming a Missional Church That 
Blesses Your Community • Becoming the Church Together: Immigration, the Bible, and Our New Neighbors, • The Pastor 
as Spiritual Guide • Growing Food and Growing Community: Feeding Rural Neighbors with Local Food • The Practice of  a 

Fit Faith • Serving at Risk Children in Our Communities • The Present and Future of  Agriculture in North Carolina.


