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Mount Olive College AgEd Students Participate in Valuable Internships
MOUNT OLIVE –Internships come in all shapes and sizes. Some are paid and some are unpaid. Some last for a semester while others continue through the school year.  The most important aspect of any internship is that it gives students the opportunity to test the skills and education they’ve learned in the classroom.  Ultimately, in an internship students can determine whether or not their dream job is all that they expect it to be.

Mount Olive College freshman Reva Orr and junior Brittany Mitchell are taking advantage of the opportunity to learn more about their field of study by participating in local internships.  Orr, an agriscience education major and member of Collegiate FFA from Gray’s Creek, North Carolina, is interning with the Wayne County Extension 4-H after school program.  Through the internship, she works with children in the 4th - 6th grades with pre-planned 4-H projects, homework assignments, and other after-school activities. Having just completed her first semester at Mount Olive College, Orr feels she is getting an early start on preparing for her future as a high school agriculture teacher. 

“The most rewarding part of working with the kids is the relationships,” Orr said.  “When I walk in on Tuesday afternoons they all run up and scream ‘Hey Ms, Reva! Let me tell you what I did this weekend!’ It never gets old.” 


Mitchell, also an agriscience education major and Collegiate FFA member is from Smithfield, NC.  She says growing up on a farm inspired her to pursue agriculture as a career. Mitchell is participating in an internship at Cherry Research Farm in Goldsboro where she assists in the dairy by delivering calves, feeding and watering the animals, taking care of minor medical needs, and keeping computer records.  In the future, Mitchell hopes to pursue a career with Cooperative Extension and work with youth through the 4-H program especially in the area of youth livestock This internship, she believes, is exactly what she needs to see this dream fulfilled. 


“This internship has really allowed me to continue to broaden my hands-on experience with animals,” Mitchell said. “I am building relationships with people in the livestock industry and at the research station, and I know that will be a big help to me as I look for employment after graduation.”


According to Dr. Sandy Maddox, interim Director of the Lois G. Britt Agribusiness Center at Mount Olive College, the importance of students participating in internships cannot be understated. 

“Potential employers are always looking for individuals with a strong educational background and work experience,” Maddox said.  “The agricultural community in our area is willing to embrace our students and offer them the opportunity to gain valuable experience in their field of study making the relationship between the Mount Olive College Agribusiness Center and the community very unique.”

The bachelor of science degree in agriscience education at Mount Olive College prepares students to teach agriculture in grades 9 – 12. The agriscience education program also offers course work which prepares students not desiring to teach for careers with public and private agencies and businesses involved in the business of agriculture.  -For more information about the agriscience education program contact Dr. Maddox at 919-658-2502 or email _smaddox@moc.edu.

Mount Olive College is a private institution rooted in the liberal arts tradition with defining Christian values. The College, sponsored by the Convention of Original Free Will Baptists, has locations in Mount Olive, New Bern, Wilmington, Goldsboro, Research Triangle Park, Washington and Jacksonville.  For more information, visit www.moc.edu.

